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SEES PTA Committee Updates — October 2011

Art Fundraiser — Chair:  Marcia Martinez

Marcia has decided to use Original Works again.  We used them two years ago.  It will be in the Spring in time for Mother’s Day.

Beautification Day — Chair:  Ann Mika

After a very successful Beautification Day in the Spring, which involved coordinating watering plants over the summer as well, Ann is considering forming a year-round gardening committee.

Bingo — Chair:  Megan Brooks, CO-CHAIR NEEDED
The date of Nov 18 has been selected for this year’s Turkey Bingo.  The cafeteria has been reserved.  Megan would really like a co-chair for this event this year due to her additional PTA responsibilities. 

Box Tops for Education — Chair:  Marti Porter

Our current balance in the program is $398.00 and our goal for the 2011-2012 school year is $1200.  Since the last Box Tops submission on June 1, 2011, $311.90 in Box Tops coupons and bonus certificates have been collected.  The next Box Tops submission will be November 1, 2011 so that a check for what has been earned thus far can be cut in December.  For a list of participating products, please go to www.boxtops4education.com.

Bulletin Board — Chair:  Carrie Lorenger

Carrie updated the PTA bulletin board (across from the office) with a Join the PTA message for September – this month will feature a Reflections theme.  She will continue to update the board throughout the year based on either a PTA need or a school-related theme. 
Campbell’s Labels for Education — Chair:  Marti Porter

The new balance as of 9/8/11 is 20,852.  The next submission will be 12/31/11 unless bonus certificates with an expiration date prior to that are submitted.  Please go to www.labelsforeducation.com for the most current list of participating products.

Chess Club — Chair: Amanda Trayler
Chess club starts on Oct 6 from 6:30 to 7:30 and will take place on the first and third Thursdays of each month.
Cluster V Representative — Chair: VACANT 

Job description:  A parent volunteer attends the two meetings of the Cluster V Parent Advisory Council.  Springfield Estates is part of Cluster V which includes the Edison HS, Lee HS, and South County HS pyramids.  These meetings generally occur in October and April and in the past two years have met at the Administrative building at Virginia Hills.  They usually have one of the meetings in the evening and one during the day (4:00PM).  One representative from each school attends the cluster meetings.  The meetings usually cover general business and issues affecting the cluster schools.  In the past topics have included: the budget, cyber-bullying, internet safety, school safety and guidance counseling.  The Cluster representative then reports back any pertinent information at the next SEES PTA meeting.  It is a great opportunity to hear about other schools in our cluster and which programs and activities are working at their schools. 

The first meeting of this school year is November 16 at 4:00pm at Virginia Hills.  

Community of Caring — Chair:  Karen Mitchell

She just took on this role and will be in touch as she makes plans.

Cookie Days — Chair:  Linda Thompson

Linda has the following days planned for Cookie Sales:  October 12, December 14, February 15 (change from Feb 8), March 21 and May 9.

Cultural Arts — Chairs:  Lisa Sohn &  Julie Childers
Lisa and Julie and Wendy Kaynor are researching a variety of assemblies to bring to SEES.  Currently under consideration are:  the LM Project ( a dance company), Spinny Johnson (dynamic basketball program teaching the importance of respect, exercise and more), an anti-bullying program, a story teller, and a science program.

End of Year Picnic — Chair: VACANT

Job description:  This event is an end-of-year celebration for SEES families.  You’ll need to coordinate with the Cultural Arts chair to provide entertainment in the gym, as well as to arrange for a food vendor (and families can certainly bring their own picnic).  This also features the annual 6th graders vs. teachers event, but the teachers coordinate this part.  Time commitment: approximately 5 hours in June.

Fall Fundraiser — Chair: Julie Childers

The Fall Fundraiser was sent home at the end of last week.  This fundraiser was selected for its success at another local school, as well as having a low-key approach to sales.  Orders are due Oct 17, and should be available for pick-up before Thanksgiving.

Flex Program — Chair:  Cherie Foss

Looking for new Spanish and French teachers, which will probably delay the projected October start date.  The French teacher, Dalynda Bennasou, just recently informed me that her college teaching schedule was just too full this semester--but she did leave the possibility of next semester open.  French is very popular at SEES in part because a large portion of the student population has some sort of connection with a former French colony.  However, the FLEX program only has about 12 French teachers, so choices are severely limited.  Maria Reiff, our Spanish teacher, was also very good at her job and will be sorely missed.  But there are about 50 FLEX approved Spanish teachers, so I'm sure I'll find another good teacher.
The plan was to have a level 2 French class this fall, as well as a level 1 class.  Not many parents of previous French students answered the summer time survey, though.  So the level 2 class is in doubt.  SEES has never had a level 2 class in any language, and I would like for that to change.

Giant/Safeway Fundraiser — Chair: Meaghan Dobson

Don’t forget to sign up your Giant and Safeway cards with SEES as a recipient!  This is a very easy way for the PTA and SEES to earn funds!  Last year SEES earned $1269.45 from the Giant program and $216.99 with Safeway.  A sign-up form will go home in back packs next week.

Girls Run Club — Chair: Tracy Foss

The Girls Run Club started on Oct 4, with over 50 girls signing up!  They are working toward participating in a 5K in December.  
Ice Cream Social — Chair:  Lisa Sohn

The ice cream social was held in conjunction with Open House on Sept 1.  The PTA provided free ice cream sundaes to families, and featured a number of our committees/activities.

Lost and Found — Chair: Marti Porter

6 bags of coats, gloves, scarves, backpacks, lunch boxes and miscellaneous items from the 2010-2011 school year were donated to charity.  Teachers – please remind your students to periodically look over the Lost & Found wall in the cafeteria.  The PTA should consider a standard “speech” to be read at events held at the school that reminds parents to take the opportunity to look over the wall while at the school.
Mad Science — Chair: Marina Lang

Marina has sent home forms for the Mad Science after school program taking place later this fall.  She has 36 students signed up already.
Market Day Fundraiser — Chair:  Ann Etter

Market Day had our first successful sale on September 14th.  We earned $385.02 [verify this number with Marti – it might be a little higher].  The deadline for orders for October is tonight at 11 p.m.!!  Our sale is next Wednesday at 7 p.m.

We’re still looking for volunteers to help with reminder calls and at the sale; contact Ann Etter at Ann.Etter@towerswatson.com.

Membership — Chair:  Michelle Khoury

Huge news!  We have increased PTA membership from last year by over 25%.  We are up to 247 members.  
35 are teachers.  That increases our teacher members by over 500%.  Last year we had 6.  I did send teachers their own special letter with their membership cards.

 

71 members are men, up from 54.

 

Half our memberships have come from the envelopes sent home!

We’ve started using Just Between Friends, which is the VA PTA’s database system.  For now I will continue to manage the announcements and events that go out through it.  This could be a great from home job for someone, so I'd like to start recruiting for that in a month or two.

Would like to set a standard time for event reminders to go out as this can be done automatically.  

Newsletter — Chair: Margie Remmers

Margie and Megan have developed a one-page newsletter format that we’re going to try, along with keeping the focus of the newsletter on PTA activities.  We’re suggesting that anyone doing an event or fundraiser do a separate flyer, as we think it will receive more attention that way.  

Going forward, the one-page newsletter will contain four sections:

1.  Message from the Principal

This, obviously, will come from Mrs. Randolph.

2.  Message from the PTA, which will include:

--  here's how we've spent your money

--  here's where we need volunteers

This will come from Megan.  If you have anything that needs to be included, please send it through her first.

3.  Upcoming Events

This will be based on the school calendar, which can be found here:

http://www.fcps.edu/SpringfieldEstatesES/calendar.html
If you have anything that needs to be included, please add it here.  Who should they contact?

4.  Special Announcement/Community Event If you have something that you feel should be included here (and will not have its own flyer or be mentioned in the sections above), please send it to me for consideration.  Megan and I will work together to decide which one(s) to include.

The newsletter will also include at least one picture.  Please take pictures of your events and send one you'd like to have included.

The newsletter will be sent home in the first Friday Folder of each month, with the exception of October, which will be sent home next week, 10/14.  I must have all articles, pictures, etc., no later than the Monday prior.  Here, then is a list of deadlines and publication dates:

Deadline:  10/10,  Sent Home:  10/14

Deadline:  10/31,  Sent Home:  11/4

Deadline:  11/28,  Sent Home:  12/2

Deadline:  1/2,  Sent Home:  1/6

Deadline:  1/30,  Sent Home:  2/3

Deadline:  2/27,  Sent Home:  3/2

Deadline:  4/9,  Sent Home:  4/13 (4/6 is Spring Break)

Deadline:  4/30,  Sent Home:  5/4

Deadline:  5/28,  Sent Home:  6/1

Papa John’s Fundraiser — Chairs:  Marti Porter and Ann & Jack Mika
 

50 Papa John’s Pizza cards – buy one/get one free – were sold from Back to School night to 9/30/11.  The PTA made $10/card for a total of $500.  A Last Call note will go home in tomorrow’s Friday folder for those still interested in purchasing a card.  The deadline for response is Wednesday, October 12th.

Reflections Program — Chair:  Branka Bowman

· Flyer went home in Friday folders (09/23/2011)

· Anita S. Magrath talked about the program in a morning news

· SEES librarian, Mrs. Saulsgiver has agreed to be the person to collect the student work.

· We are forming a “judging panel”:

      1.      Visual arts - June (Little Picasso http://littlepicassoart.com)


2.      Music - Michelle (Mea Piano http://www.meapianostudio.com/) 


3.      Dance Chris Collins (Chris Collins Dance Studio http://chriscollinsdance.com)


4.      Film - ???


5.      Literature - ???


6.      Photography - ???

· Judges will be informed that they have time between Monday 10/24/2011 and Friday 11/04/2011 to evaluate submitted work.

· In the school newsletters we should recognize students and judges that helped Reflection program

· Contacted Fairfax County Council Reflections chair Patricia Franck (patricia.franck@verizon.net).  

· We will be bringing your winning works to the council level during the second week of November Shorty after the Tuesday, November 8 election day.  It will be one of the days of November 9-11.  The location of the drop off will be the Gatehouse Administration building where the FCC PTA holds it council meetings.

Restaurant Events Fundraiser — Chair: Dawn Brittingham

The Zpizza fundraiser raised $135.50 and the Boardwalk and Fries fundraiser raised $290.00; this brings September's total to $425.50.
Next event is TGIFridays on Tuesday October 11, 2011 from 4-9pm.  

The Schedule for the next few months has changed slightly-

· November is Genghis Grill on Tuesday November 15 from 5-10pm.  They asked for a sign in book to help keep track of who dined with them from SEES (I will take care of that) and they would LOVE for a few members of the SEES staff to help with the stations in the restaurant.  If anyone is interested please have them contact me regarding that!

· December-Roy Rogers on Tuesday December 13

I am working on the bookings for the second part of the year and will update when I have firm dates.  

I am also trying to work out the kinks with sending out the EAT WELL,DO WELL cards from Silver Diner.  I would love to be able to distribute them at Turkey Bingo, but will only do so if I have all the logistics worked out.  

School Supplies Fundraiser (2011-2012 school year) — Chair:  Wendy Kaynor

Wendy and Marti worked hard to ensure that the PTA got the best deal on every possible item.  This year, many stores instituted limits on the number of a given item which could be purchased at one time and this made visiting a multiple stores to buy sufficient quantities necessary.  Additionally, the cost of gas made this fundraiser more challenging than in previous years.  Because of these two facts, PTA has decided not to do this fundraiser going forward.  A total of 170 children participated in this fundraiser.  The PTA took in $7440 in funds, spent a total of $2267.37 on supplies and will need to give roughly $700 to the school to purchase disinfecting wipes in bulk containers for the cafeteria (1200 wipes/container).  The net profit for this fundraiser will be in the neighborhood of $4470.00 after the bulk wipes have been purchased.  Students received their supplies at the Open House.  Supplies that were not picked up during the Open House were delivered to the classroom and were available on the first day of school.

Spelling Bee — Chair:  Tara Loehr

It’s disappointing to report that SEES may not be able to have a spelling bee this year.  The company that has sponsored Fairfax County for the past number of years has withdrawn their sponsorship.  Megan inquired as to whether the PTA could sponsor our school but that’s not permitted.  
Spirit Wear — Chair: VACANT
Job description:  Orders tee shirts and other garments with a SEES inspired them.  Lisa Sohn, last year’s chair, has contact info for companies to contact.  Requires putting out an order form for SEES students/families to use when ordering shirts, collecting funds and distributing shirts.  Can also have shirts to sell at various SEES activities.

Staple Rewards – Printer Cartridges — Chair: Marti Porter

During the 2010-2011 school year, 407 cartridges were turned in for a total of $814 in merchandise credit received from Staples.  The PTA used these funds to purchase office supplies necessary to carry out the business of the PTA (storage boxes, binder tabs, Avery labels, accordion document storage folders), and items used at various locations in the school - 2 packs of label machine tape for the library label maker, a Kindle readers, a video camera, 5 sets of headphones, 24 1½ 3-ring binders (for the 2011-2012 school supplies fundraiser), and a media cart for use in the library.  The PTA provided $19.51 in funds during the year to cover the additional amount spent above the credit received for a given time period.

With the $69.17 in credit that was unspent from the June cycle, the credits that came in from the July cycle, and $11.47 from the PTA, a second Kindle reader was purchased in August.

I am looking for additional individuals who are willing to let me use their rewards cards for the 2011-2012 school year.  Please e-mail me at mlp65@columbia.edu.
Staff and Teacher Appreciation — Chair: Wendy Kaynor

We kicked off the school year by providing the teachers’ back-to-school breakfast, coordinated by Veronica Dean and Susan Hayden.  Michelle Khoury, our membership chair, also spoke to inform teachers what the PTA does and Susan Hayden gave a Yoga class.

 

We have combined the variety of appreciation days (office staff, custodial, bus drivers, teachers) into one committee.  Wendy will be arranging for coffee/bagels for a number of these days, and arranging the teacher luncheon in the spring.
Student Directory — Chair: Marti Porter

Marti is working with the school to acquire the data needed to the directory.  She hopes to have it available by the end of October.

Superintendent Parent Advisory Council — Chair:  VACANT

Job description:  The SPAC representative is a parent who represents SEES on the Superintendent Parent Advisory Council.  They meet four times a year.  

The first meeting is October 25, 7:00 pm at the Gatehouse cafeteria (there is a small meeting area there).

Talent Show — Chair: VACANT

Sixth Grade Reception — Chair: Megan Brooks

Planning for this event has not started yet as it’s not until next June.


Volunteer Coordinator — Chair:  Nancy Kerman

Nancy and Megan are meeting with Mrs. Randolph to discuss the school’s volunteer needs.  We’re planning on using the PTA’s database, Just Between Friends, to recruit and inform volunteers.

Nancy is working on formalizing the Volunteer Q&A document that Ann Mika started for the PTA this summer.  It’s a comprehensive guide to volunteering at SEES.


PTA Website — Chair: Heather and Eric Nelson

The website has been updated with new dates and forms for this school year.
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