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SPRINGFIELD ESTATES ELEMENTARY PTA

MEETING MINUTES

     
    March 5, 2009 

The meeting was called to order at 7:03 p.m.  Present:  Marion Zoretich, President, Cindy Smoot, Vice-President, Vince Kim, Treasurer; Laura Naide, Secretary; Mary Randolph, Principal; Anita McGrath, Assistant Principal; Tammy Derenak-Kaufax, Sue Berry, Marti Porter, Jamie Cox, Heather Nelson, John Rodgers, Shelia McConnaughay, Jessica Tylee, Carol Davis. 

Assistant Principal’s Report.  Anita McGrath reported that the fifth grade had writing SOLs this week.  She thanked TD Bank for providing bagels, cream cheese and fruit for our 5th graders prior to their tests.    TD Bank will also provide breakfast on our April 18 SEES Beautification Day and will provide lessons on banking and savings to  students at the end of March.  We discussed TD’s proposal to transfer over our PTA account.  Vince Kim will contact our current bank, Burke and Herbert, and ask if they are willing to provide similar support.    

The Scholastic Book Fair is next week.   Partners in Print is Tuesday night.   This is a program where the SEES reading teachers and the K – 2 families promote reading at home (offering strategies, etc.).  The SEES Talent Show is Wednesday night.

Principal’s Report.  Mary Randolph reported that there was a good turnout  for Math Night.  The third grading period ends at the end of March and testing season begins.  Spring Break is 4/6 - 10.  The last school day is 4/2, and 4/3 is a teacher work day.  The next PTA meeting is 4/16.  

Cynthia Arendt is SEES’s new School Based Technology Specialist.  

We need to start looking for people to fill PTA volunteer positions when the current officers and committee chairs leave the school.  We should recruit at school orientations.  

Treasurer’s Report.  In February, we earned $576 in cookie sales, with expenses of $401.  An additional Innisbrook check was received and posted.    We earned $177.75 from Roy Rogers night.  The PTA spent $70 for a hospitality reception and $20 for the teacher-professional enrichment.  In January, we earned $638.00 from Market Day.

 Sue Berry moved, Tammy Derenak-Kaufax  seconded, to approve the January 2009 PTA minutes.  The motion passed unanimously.  

President’s Report.  The SPAC meeting was rescheduled because of the FCPS bell schedule meetings.   According to the Washington Post,  the School Board will delay the bell change decision for a year.  The Post also mentioned that many FCPS students are against the bell change.  The PTA is trying to keep SEES families informed about this issue.  

The editor of the PTA newsletter, Jura Zickafoose, is trying to come up with alternative, less-costly ways to distribute the newsletter.  Paper distribution may remain the best method for now as many SEES families don’t have computer access.  Mary Randolph would like to see the newsletter translated into other languages  (Spanish, Urdu, Vietnamese).  To avoid delay, she asked if we could translate newletters after they are initially distributed.  We discussed ways to achieve an efficient and accurate translation, including using Google translate and identifying bilingual parents who could assist.   

Unfinished Business.  We briefly discussed fundraiser options for 2009.   Sue Berry asked how FCPS chooses locations for summer programs and suggested contacting the School Board to request that more programs be located in our area.    

Committee Reports:

Cultural Arts.  Tammy Derenak–Kaufax reported that she rescheduled the Magical Math Tour assemblies to March 17 at  1 pm (K-3) and 2 pm (4-6).  The last Cultural Arts/Curriculum Enhancement event of the year is a visit from the Virginia Aquarium on April 14 – 16.  The visit includes  assemblies, touch tanks, and a mobile aquarium.  We may need parent volunteers.  SEES has a list of kids with seafood allergies.   

Restaurant Night.  Carol Davis reported that our next restaurant night is March 31.  Fliers will be distributed.   We are also sending home fliers announcing a hypnotist show at Lee High School next Friday night.  This is a fundraiser for Lee’s all-night grad party.  

Market Day.  Sue Berry reported that we reached our sales goal last month and received a bonus $250 gift card for Barnes & Noble.  The Strategies Lab and the Reading Specialist will share the gift card.    

Box Tops.  Marti Porter reported that we will likely meet our goal of $1000.00.  

LAFF.  Marti Porter reported that the next Lost and Found Friday is next week.  She is going to use a clothesline for the mittens and hats to make them easier to identify.  We discussed promoting LAFF at the Book Fair so parents can look for their kids’ lost items when they are at the school.    

Labels for Education/Staples.  This month we will receive $174.00 credit at Staples for recycling printer cartridges.  Marti Porter asked everyone who is helping with this program to forward the Staples checks to her as soon as possible so they can be used before they expire.  

There was a brief budget discussion concerning the line item, “Recycle Program – Ink/Toner.”  We set this up when we were sending printer cartridges to a recycling company and receiving cash payment.  We decided to delete this item from the budget and to delete the line item “50th Anniversary.”   

New fundraiser.   Original Works art program.  The students created artworks, which were submitted to the company for processing.  Each student will receive a magnet, which will be sent home with the order form for other items.  The magnets cost $5.00, but SEES won’t be charged if people don’t return them.  The PTA is responsible for collecting the orders and paying the company.  Marti Porter asked for reimbursement of $9.17 for shipping costs to send the artwork.  If we receive orders of more than $300, the company will cover shipping for the artwork; otherwise it’s a flat $20.00.  Katie Kendall did a fantastic job of helping the students create the artwork.  

SEES Beautification Day.  This is scheduled for April 18 with a May 2 rain date.  Fliers will be sent home next Friday.  It will be FUNFUNFUN!!!  (  Journey Church is going to provide lunch and manpower.    

Carol Davis moved, Mary Randolph seconded, to adjourn the meeting at 8:12 pm.  The motion passed unanimously. 
