
SEES PTA Meeting Minutes

March 4, 2010

In attendance:  Mary Randolph, Anita Magrath, Garima Jain, Lilly Friedrichs, Carmelita Amster, Angela Corvin, Sue Berry, Marti Porter, Cissy Saulsgiver, Cindy Arendt, Megan Brooks, Lea H. Siebert, Sheila McConnaughey, Eric Casler, Julia Clark, Stephanie J. Gray, Tammy Derenak Kaufax, Lisa Sohn.

Meeting was called to order at 7:07 p.m.  Lilly Friedrichs took minutes in the absence of the PTA secretary.  

Sue Berry asked everyone to read over last month’s minutes, which were then unanimously approved.

Treasurer’s Report 

Angela Corvin reported that this was again a slow month  A budget status was made available for everyone.  An advocacy group will take over getting the IRS to waive part of all of the penalty and interest from 2008.   The matter has been placed on hold at the IRS and is not accumulating further interest.

There was a balance of $1,000 due to the school to pay for field trips which was included in the budget but not paid to the school.  A  check for the balance will be given to the school.

Principal’s Report

1.  Mrs. Moman was featured in the Springfield Connection.  She taught class via the internet from an igloo that her family built in their yard.  

2.  One of SEES’s African-American Youth Club mentors from Lee High School was recognized for outstanding mentoring at Lee.  He was working at SEES  with Cissy Saulsgiver as part of the Education for Employment program.

3.  The suggestion of getting the Keurig machine for the teachers is going over well.   Marti Porter is looking at different prices so she can get 2 machines.

4.  Fairfax County decided to stick with the original plan to make up snow days.  School will be held on April 12 (formerly a teacher workday) and 3 days are added to the end of the school year (June 23, 24, 25).

PTA President’s Report 

1.  At the Parent’s Advisory Plan Meeting it appeared that full day kindergarten, bands, strings and the immersion program may have been removed from the budget cuts.

2.  Michele Menapace wants to support raising the property tax rate which would be approximately $48.00 per house.

3.  Discussion was held to get parents to access “Blackboard” for school information and homework.  

4.  It was discussed where the PTA should get additional paper - through Staples Awards or through the school office as they can get a bigger discount.  It was decided to ask the school office to purchase the paper and the PTA would reimburse the office.   

Old Business

1. Payment for brass rubbings for Ms. Paulson will be covered in the budget under “Curriculum Enhancement.” 

2.  It was voted and unanimously passed to give Lee High School $100 for the All-Nite Grad Party.

3. Cindy Arendt is working on a Before and After School Computer class.  No date has been set and no funds are needed from the PTA.

4.  Need volunteers for Teacher Appreciation Day.  Megan Brooks and Kim Wilson will be taking care of this. 

5. Updated  school supply lists have been requested from the teachers.

New Business

1.  Need Nominating Committee for next year’s board.  

2.  April 9 will be the next PTA which will be held during family night.  Hopefully there will be slate put together by then.  Sue Berry will put an article in the newsletter.  

3. Volunteer forms for 2010-2011 will be going out in the Friday folder in April some time.  Megan Brooks will do a bulletin board “Spring Into Volunteering.”

4.  There is a Potomac Nationals baseball game on April 24.  It will be “Internet Safety Night.”  For a groups of 20, tickets will be $7.00 for the grandstand and $9 reserved.  This will be put in the newsletter.  

5.  A volunteer is needed for the end of school picnic.  Laura Naide will do it, but would like to have a co-chair to help her.  This will be held on June 18.

6.  6th Grade Recognition will be held June 22.

Committee Reports

1.  83 people are signed up in the Giant Rewards program.  So far SEES has earned $847.

2.  Restaurant Night 

      A. Roy Rogers is 3/25 - will try to get Roy Rogers to give free ice cream to the kids.

      B. Trying to get a night at El Paso.

      C. Trying for 5/11 at Lucky’s but several people said the food was not good last time and would like to try a different restaurant – IHOP and Silver Diner were mentioned. 

D.  Mary suggested someone contact Silver Diner

E.  Sally Foster prizes have not been given out - Sue Berry said she speak to Carol and make sure it was completed on Friday (3/5).  Next year 2 people need to handle Sally Foster fundraiser.

3.  April 9 is Family Night.  6:30 potluck dinner, 7:00 short PTA meeting, and 7:30 Spanish Dancers.  The dancers will also perform at 2 assemblies on April 9 but it will be a different program for the family night in the evening.

4.  Talent Show is March 10.

5.  Next cookie day is March 17.

6.  Spirit Wear - the eagle drawings were not put on the news and voted on.  Cissy Saulsgiver will find the drawings and display them and will figure out how to handle the voting.

7.  Cultural Arts:  Billy B performed for the school and the children enjoyed the show.

On March 16, Theater 4 will do a program on Martin Luther King for grades 3 - 6.

8.  Need Hospitality Chair.

9.  Spring Bingo Basket donations slow coming in.

10. Original Works -pictures went out and will come back by next Friday to go home for parents to review.  

11.  Box tops - We need to find a way to get students to bring in box tops.  SEES made over $1,000 last year.

12.  Staples - we have made almost $500 in recycling printer cartridges.  Checks will go by e-mail to Mary or Anita.

13.  Campbell Soup - we have earned almost 2,000 points this year.  This will be used for school supplies - mostly by the art department.

Report by Anita Magrath

Anita discussed Beautification Day which will be on April 24.  Lilly Friedrichs and another parent agreed to help.  Donations are requested to purchase flowers.  The mulch is being provided.  “Journey” will provide the lunch again.

Burke and Herbert Bank came to SEES and visited the kindergarten classes.  They will also give lessons to 1st, 2nd and 3rd grades next year.  SEES is trying to build better partnerships with businesses in the area.  

5th grade writing SOL’s went great.

The newsletters are getting bigger - perhaps do 2 - one at mid-month.

Meeting adjourned at 8:30.

Sue Berry closed by giving a thank you to several families who came out to help shovel the sidewalks at SEES after the snowstorms.  Among those mentioned were:  Tom Foss and the Nelson, Berry, Thurman, Davis and Martinez families.  Many thanks to PE teacher Mr. Donnelly and Building Supervisor Mr. Tan for clearing the playground so the kids could play outside.
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