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SPRINGFIELD ESTATES ELEMENTARY PTA

February 5, 2009

The meeting was called to order at 7:07 p.m.  Present:  Marion Zoretich, President; Vince Kim, Treasurer; Laura Naide, Secretary; Mary Randolph, Principal; Anita Magrath, Assistant Principal; Sue Berry, Heather Nelson, Jamie Cox, Margie Remmers, Jessica Tylee, Shelia McConnaughey, Cherie Foss, Kelly Schutz, Garima Jain, Nancy Kerman, John Rogers, Marti Porter, Tammy Derenak-Kaufax, Grenet Jemera. 

Principal’s Report:  SEES’s strings teacher, Valerie Marin, will probably be out for the rest of the year because of a medical issue.  SEES is looking for a permanent substitute.  SEES’s art teacher, Katie Kendall, had her artwork published on the front cover of Elan magazine.  SEES’s                 , Carol Viens , is moving in a few weeks due to her husband’s job transfer.  SEES is reviewing applications for the position. 

February 12 is transition night for 6th graders going to Twain Middle School.  Transition night for Key Middle School was held last week.  There is no school on February 16, which is President’s Day.  On February 26, SEES is hosting a Parent Information night for FCPS Cluster 5.  SOL testing starts the first week in March (for the 5th Grade).   Brought up the possibility of scheduling a Spring clean-up day.  

A  change in the FCPS bell schedule will impact SEES.  Starting and ending times could shift forward by 30 minutes.  This could affect staffing, after school programs, SACC, etc.  There might also be an issue with GT start times if FCPS starts cluster busing the GT students.  Changing the bell schedule would save FCPS money.  Mary urged PTA members  to contact the school board and voice their opinions.  FCPS will post an online survey and hold public information meetings.  There is a wealth of material on the FCPS website.  The SEES PTA determined that it will not organize a response to the proposal. 

Assistant Principal’s Report – The January mentor-mentee breakfast went very well.  TD bank provided a lovely breakfast.    Lee HS students in the Spanish honor society (about 25) will be working with 25 Spanish-speaking SEES students on academics.  Testing has started, SEES is  doing ESOL testing now, and the  ECART window is coming up.  Ms. Magrath will meet with Garime Jain to organize a SEES Spring Cleanup Day, which would involve the community including scouts, etc.   On February 26, SEES is hosting an Information Night for English-as-second-language parents.  The goal is to get second-language parents out to the school so they can hear about what activities and services are available in Fairfax County.  There will be translators for multiple languages (Arabic, Chinese, English, Farsi, Korean, Spanish, Urdu, & Vietnamese).    Registration is online, with a link on the SEES website.  Spring Bingo is April 24.  

Treasurer’s Report – In January, SEES received an additional $898.00 from Innisbrook for online orders, $74.00 from Honey Baked Ham sales, $77.00 from PTA membership, and $756.00 from Market Day.  The Mei family won the $50 Giant Gift certificate  for registering their Giant card for SEES.  There was an expense of $1675.00 for Cultural Arts (deposit on Math Magic & Ray Owens).  

President’s Report:  No SPAC meeting since the last PTA meeting.  PTA sent out information about the proposed bell change and FCPS budget.  PTA Newsletter comes out Friday because of the snow day last week.  

Heather Nelson  moved,   John Rogers seconded, to approve the January 8, 2009 minutes.  The motion passed unanimously. 

The PTA received a request to cover 50% of the registration cost for one of our teachers, Christie Phillips, to go to a workshop held by Bureau of Education and Research, “ Working Successfully with Difficult and Disruptive Students:  Strategies that Work.”  The registration fee is $200.  There is a Staff Development line item in the SEES budget, but it pays for substitute teachers  to cover for teachers who go to required training.  Mrs. Randolph said that Ms. Phillips could do “turnaround training” by passing on the information she learns to other SEES teachers.  Heather Nelson noted that SEES PTA used to have a $50.00 cap for each teacher training request and the PTA would reimburse more at the end of the year if there were funds available.  There was discussion about raising the cap to $100.00.    

John Rogers moved, Cherie Foss seconded, to provide $100 to Christie Phillips for the requested training.  The motion passed unanimously.  

Unfinished Business –  Marion will provide website information about updating the SEES PTA bylaws to the Bylaws Committee.  New bylaws are due  11/09.  

We have information concerning changing our Fall Fundraiser to a pledge drive.  The Fall 2008 Innisbrook sales were:  Kind. – 5%, 1st  – 4%, 2nd – 8%, 3rd – 21%, 4th – 15%, 5th – 28%, 6th – 20%.  GT classes accounted for 56% of sales.  

Committee Reports:

Reflections (Janice Sweeney):  Out of SEES’s 7 entries, 5 received awards at the county cluster.  3 were awards for outstanding interpretation and 2 were awards for excellence.  We are waiting to hear the results for the 3 that were sent to the NOVA regional level. 

Box Tops and Labels for Education (Marti Porter):  The box tops website is partially updated, but it is still off on SEES totals by about 30%.  We have until 2/28/09 to turn in box tops.  We probably will make our $1K budget goal.  We have over 12,000 Labels for Education points, and the points do not expire.   Send in Labels for Education UPC codes by June 1, 2009.  Staples will now take all used printer cartridges for a $3.00 rebate in Staples cash, but will only take 10 cartridges per month per Staples Rewards account.  Marti asked if some PTA members would allow the PTA to use their accounts so that SEES could get more Staples Rewards money. 

LAFF  (Marti Porter) – Lost and Found Fridays have been a GREAT success.  Marti will submit this program to the National PTA for a possible monetary award.  

 Fundraising -  We are trying a new fundraiser -  Original Works, which turns student artwork into products such as magnets and mouse pads.  Our profit margin is 25% (less than usual for this company so that more SEES parents can afford to order).  Our art teacher, Katie Kendall will help.     

Cultural Arts (Laura Naide, Tammy Derenak-Kaufax) –  Nnext show is the Magical Math Tour, which was originally scheduled for March 12, 2009, but will be rescheduled so it doesn’t conflict with the Talent Show [NOTE:  Program rescheduled to March 17, 2009]).  The Virginia Aquarium will visit on April 14/15/16 and present assemblies, touch tanks and the Ocean in Motion aquarium.  Marti Porter noted that we need to make sure we are aware of any students with seafood allergies.  

Mad Science – registration forms went out.  

Market Day – If we sell $4249.00 this month,  we’ll receive  a $250.00 gift card to Barnes & Noble. Mary will check with library and reading teacher about best use.  Orders are due 2/12.  

Roy Rogers night – no flyer came home.  Pretty sparse attendance.  Check on who does flyers.

Spelling Bee –  February 12, 2009.    

Talent show – Close to 60 acts tried out and almost a dozen MCs.   About half will make the show (28 acts, 4 MCs).    

Sue Berry moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:34 p.m., Heather Nelson seconded.  The motion passed unanimously.    

