SPRINGFIELD ESTATES ELEMENTARY PTA

MEETING MINUTES
October 2, 2008
Call to Order 7:02 PM
Report of Officers


Principal’s Report: Mary Randolph introduced Anita McGrath, the new Assistant Principal. Fairfax County approved SEES to get another teacher for the 5th grade GT class, which currently have 30 students per class. Ms. Lea Siebert is the new teacher and will start soon.  There is a school holiday a week from Monday and at the end of the month we will be close to the end of the 1st grading period.
Treasurer’s Report: Marion Zoretich introduced the new Treasurer, Vince Kim. See attached document of the Treasurer’s Report. New forms for Reimbursement Requests and Statement of Funds Received were presented as per the Audit Report suggestions.

President’s Report: Marion Zoretich thanked everyone who participated in the On-line meeting which elected Vince Kim to be PTA Treasurer. All documents of the meeting were submitted for the records.  Marion asked for someone to step forward to balance the bank statement on a monthly basis (an insurance requirement) and the audit report suggested that it be someone other than the authorized check signers (Marion and Vince).  Marion cited the goal of the PTA having its own website. Laura Naide (not present) was working on this project using a website system recommended to us by Fairfax County. This system is not what we hoped it would be.  We will use it for the time being but want to find someone to help us that could set up a real website for the PTA. Heather Nelson volunteered her husband for the task.  Marion noted that all events need to be kept to budgeted costs since our Fall Fundraiser (see below) results were lower than expected.
Unfinished Business None
New Business Chris Kanz, an Eagle Scout, requested $400 funds for wood to build the benches of the outdoor classroom he is planning for the school. Other funding is coming from Fairfax County which will provide all the mulch for the project. The classroom is scheduled to be built November 1st. John Rogers made the motion to fund the $400 project as part of the PTA year end gift to the school, Lilly Friedrichs seconded the motion, the motion passed unanimously. 

Committee Reports:

Box Tops: Marti Porter reported all is well with this program. Marti then reported on the Lost and Found items that were displayed at Open House, over 40 items were returned to their owners. Marti hopes to start LAF (Lost and Found Friday), where she will take items around during the lunch period once a month and reconnect them with their owners (after labeling them!).
Cultural Arts: Tammy and Laura were not present, but Marion Zoretich reported they had met with Mary Randolph and tentatively selected four programs. Tammy will be contacting performers and negotiating contracts. Marion reported that she requested that contracts costs stay within budgeted amounts of $4800 for cultural arts and $1500 for curriculum enhancement.
Fall Fundraiser: Julie Wolfteich reported $16,000 in sales, which nets to $8,000 for the PTA. Flyers will be going home saying that families can still order if they wish to and remind them to send all monies in to the PTA when orders are made.
Flex Coordinator: Jura Zickafoosz reported there are only four students for each Spanish class and we require eight to have a class.  Students can go to another school that is successfully offering classes, Bush Hill was suggested. SEES has always had trouble filling classes because so many students are already multi-lingual and because we are a late running school and transportation becomes an issue.
Hospitality: Mary Randolph reminded the PTA that Custodian Appreciation week is Oct. 13.  Anita Magrath discussed tentative plans with the teacher hospitality committee and the “grade level teams” to sponsor some small thank you each day of the week: Monday, card, Tuesday, breakfast/snack, etc. Help from the PTA would be appreciated.
Market Day: Sue Berry reported that the program was going well.

Membership: Cherie Foss reported 213 families have become PTA members, which is close to the number for all of last year. Cherie report that K thru 2nd grade is under represented and plans on sending a Membership letter targeted specifically to these grades. Further discussion brought out that it may be cultural, families come to school events but do not join the PTA or come to planning meetings or volunteer to help run events.  It was discussed that although efforts in the past have not been successful the PTA must continue to make efforts get past obstacles and reach out to all of SEES’s families.
PTA Reflections: Janice Sweeney reported we are working on a short deadline for submissions (Oct. 27) and has sent home one flyer and hopes to do some morning announcements. The theme is WOW and expectations are that this will get more students interested. SEES will be working with Clermont Elementary school for judging. The committees will “blind” the entries and then judge all submissions. There will be a box in the office for a full week prior to the Oct. 27 deadline for submissions. Requirements and forms are available on line at www.novadistrictpta.org/reflections/reflections.htm.
Safeway/Giant: Carol Davis reported that 42 families registered. A flyer will be going out in next week’s folder to remind parents one last time before we hold the $50 drawing. This prompted a suggestion by Shelia  McConnaughey to make a parent check list of all the things (that cost little to nothing) to support SEES.  It was noted that all the SEES corporate sponsorships have been in each newsletter. But, the checklist is planned for the next newsletter.

SEES Garden: Marion will work to connect  Nuiesa, a new SEES parent, and a parent who contacted Mary Randolph over the summer about SEES gardens. Anita Magrath spoke to organizing a community event for beautification of SEES school grounds. 
Turkey Bingo: Heather reported it is still early but all plans are on target,

she has booked her “caller” and most volunteers from past years have agreed to help again.

Attendance: Marion zoretich, Heather Nelson, Jamie Cox, Julie Wolfteich, Shelia McConnaughey, Jessica Tylee, Lilly Friedrichs, Kim Wilson, Marti Porter, Chris Kanz, Mary Randolph, Jura Zickafoosz, John Rogers, Laura Lawrence, Vince Kim, Cindy Smoot, Michell Carlson, Sue Berry, Carol Davis, Janice Sweeney, Anita Magrath.
Adjournment  Sue Berry made a motion to adjourn and Julie Carpenter seconded. The meeting concluded at 8:17 pm. Thank you everyone for your participation.
