Springfield Estates Elementary School PTA

January 7, 2010

Present:  Sue Berry, President; Lily Friedrichs, Vice-President; Angela Corvin, Treasurer; Laura Naide, Secretary; Mary Randolph, Principal; Anita Magrath, Assistant Principal, Megan Brooks, Jamie Cox, Heather Nelson, Julie Wolfteich, Vince Kim, Carol Davis, Nancy Kerman, Kelly Schaetz, Lien Do, Julia Clark, Marti Porter, Eric Casler, Stephanie Gray.  

Sue Berry called the meeting to order at 7:04 pm.  

Julie Wolfteich moved to approve the December 2009 PTA minutes as corrected, Heather Nelson seconded.  The motion passed unanimously.  

Treasurer’s Report:  See attached report.  The money the PTA paid for Chess Club t-shirts will be paid back when parents send in checks for the shirts.  

President’s Report:  Sue Berry discussed a revised SEES PTA budget that takes into account our potential IRS liability of $2,650.00, which was assessed because we failed to file Schedule A on time.   Vince Kim has been working with the Virginia PTA to get this penalty waiver, but we are still receiving bills.  Angela Corvin has written two letters to the IRS.  The IRS told Angela that it was common for nonprofits to receive large penalties.   We need to put a hold on our IRS account so we don’t continue to accrue interest and penalties while we dispute this issue.  

We need a volunteer(s) for Spring Bingo.  Heather Nelson will get the activity binder for Stephanie Gray to review.  
Principal’s Report:   We are getting a new wood-laminate floor in the gym over Spring Break. 

Dr. Dale is proposing his budget to the school board tonight.  In order to continue our current FCPS programs, put full-day kindergarten in all schools and give FCPS employees a COLA, the schools need $254 million dollars from the county.   The county does not have this much money for the schools.    

Some details:  
FCPS will ask for 57.8 million in addition to the flat transfer from the county. 

FCPS is considering closing an alternative high school, cutting 19 assistant principal positions, reducing technical/career school contracts, increasing class sizes by between 1-3 students, eliminating behind-the-wheel driver training, cutting 31 IA positions, and cutting sport/athletic programs.   There will be no summer school except for an extended school year for students with disabilities.  FCPS will also stop paying a stipend to teachers who receive National Board certification and will discontinue tuition reimbursement.  A total of 513 staff positions will be cut, including 300 teachers.   

Needs-based staffing is not on the list of cuts.  SEES benefits from needs-based staffing because we have such a high percentage of students in our school who receive free or reduced lunches and we have high mobility.  This keeps our class sizes small, but the benefit only extends through third grade.  SEES does not qualify for a Title I designation.   
Other cuts under consideration:  if there is no increase in the county transfer, only Title I schools will have full-day kindergarten.  Cuts could be made in elementary band and strings, and there will be no foreign language immersion program.  FCPS will eliminate Adult ESOL classes and psychologists, social workers and guidance counselors will be cut.  There could be further increases to class size at GT centers and TJ.   
A county tax increase has been proposed, but the real estate market is still depressed.   Because only 25% of Fairfax County families actually send kids to FCPS schools, the county doesn’t anticipate that the tax rate increase will pass. The final date for FCPS budget deliberations is sometime in March or April.
Assistant Principal’s Report:   Sixth-graders will take an algebra placement test at the end of January (AAP).  SEES will also administer a federally-mandated test to ESOL students and students who speak another language at home.      

January is National Mentor Month.  All of our mentor teachers and Lee High school students will be recognized.  

Unfinished Business:  Sue Berry updated the letter to parents about handling fundraising funds.  The letter will be implemented at the discretion of the fundraising chair(s).  We can also send out guidelines at the beginning of the year and put an informational statement in the newsletter.   Fundraising chairs can also put guidelines on their flyers. 
Family Night is January 22 from 7 – 8:30.  It will be a square dance and we have a caller and substitute caller lined up.  The cost is $325.  Julie Carpenter-Wolfteich will talk to the art teachers about providing décor.  We will ask for potluck desserts and drinks on the flyer that goes home.  Sue Berry will check that we have sufficient paper plates and napkins.    
We need to synchronize the SEES online calendar with the staff calendar to avoid scheduling conflicts.  

We decided not to pursue the “magic show” fundraiser we talked about at the December PTA meeting.   
The next Restaurant Night is at Lucky’s on January 12 from 5:30 – 8:00.  We need to send out a flier. 

Carol Davis still has one order from the Fall Fundraiser to deliver.  She also has prizes for kids who had internet orders, but she doesn’t have the list of recipients (she will get it).  Eight kids went on the limo ride for top sellers.  We held a raffle for kids who sold 20 or more items and gave away 12 prizes. 
Sue Berry gave the Giant gift card (Giant Bonus Card signup raffle) to Kimberly Lee.
Heather Nelson reported that we did better on the honey-baked ham sale this year than last year.   

Fliers will go home tomorrow for the talent show.  Tryouts are January 26 and 27.  There are permission slips in the office.  

The Spelling Bee is in February.  We paid the $99 registration fee out of Cultural Art funds. 

Box Tops – We received $538.70 in December from Box Tops.  With Labels for Education, we are about 500 points away from getting a 2500 UPC code bonus.    

Lost and Found Friday was snowed out on December 23.    

We received $54 in Staples rewards in October. Together with a $25 coupon, we purchased a FLIP camera.  Mary Randolph will pay the difference for the camera ($23.99).  We should receive $34 in Staples rewards for November and $102 for December.  Teachers should send an email to the PTA with purchase requests.  The library would like 3 more FLIP cameras.

The Original Artworks fundraiser starts sometime in February.  
We discussed selling tiles as a fundraiser and to decorate the wall at the end of the first floor.  Mary Randolph said we need to wait until we know more about the SEES renovation plans.  

A parent is interested in organizing an after-school graphic programming computer class for 6-8 students at a cost of $200 each. The class would be taught by an Alexandria company, MindsEye Learning, is for older students (5-6th graders), and runs for 6 weeks.  They require a private classroom with desks, chairs, outlets, and apparent volunteer.   Cindy Arendt, SEES Technology Specialist, is thinking about offering this type of class before school.  If the money for the privately-taught program goes through the PTA, the company will not have to pay a facilities fee.  The PTA does not have a line item for after-school grants for students who cannot afford the program.    
Sue Berry adjourned the meeting at 8:37 pm.  
