SPRINGFIELD ESTATES PTA MEETING

APRIL 16, 2009

The meeting was called to order at 7:05 pm by Marion Zoretich.   Present:  Marion Zoretich, President; Vince Kim, Treasurer; Laura Naide, Secretary; Mary Randolph, Principal; Anita Magrath, Assistant Principal, Lilly Friedrichs, Paulina Enriquez, Jessica Tylee, Marti Porter, Sue Berry, Jamie Cox, Carol Davis, Tammy Derenak-Kaufax, Garima Jain.

 Sue Berry moved, Anita Magrath seconded to  approve the March PTA minutes.   The motion passed unanimously. 

Principal’s Report .  Mary Randolph reported that FCPS’s cable channel, Channel 21, will be showing a segment taped at SEES during the Partners in Print event.  The segment will also be posted on the FCPS and SEES websites.     

Mrs. Randolph sent out a KIT (Keep In Touch) message that report cards will not be mailed tomorrow due to problems with the SEES computer.  Kindergarten report cards will be mailed because they are processed on a different system.  

Mrs. Randolph met with Dr. Dale, FCPS Superintendent this afternoon.  Dr. Dale reported that the federal stimulus money ($21 million) that is coming to FCPS can be used toward offsetting debt.   The Fairfax County Board of Supervisors is going to give FCPS the same amount of money as last year.  As a result, funds are available to pay SRO officers and clinic aides.  There will probably be some adjustments to the bell schedule to save money.  SEES will probably start and end 20 minutes later.  Marti Porter asked if this will affect FLEX (afterschool foreign language program) and asked if we could coordinate our FLEX program with nearby elementary schools.  Mrs. Randolph and Ms. Magrath will meet with the SEES FCPS staffing representative next week and are optimistic that SEES’s staffing level will remain unchanged.    

Georgianna Beverly, SEES Reading Specialist, and Margaret Mincey (Miss Margaret), SEES Custodian, are retiring.   

Teacher Appreciation Week starts May 4.  

Assistant Principal’s Report.  This Saturday is SEES Beautification Day.  83 people have RSVP’d and we’ve received close to $600 in donations.  Scout troops will also come to help.  Journey Church is providing lunch.  TD Bank may provide breakfast or Ms. Magrath will pick up doughnuts and juice.  Fairfax County approved our plans for flower beds and landscaping and we’ve ordered flowers from Nall’s Nursery.  Cherie Foss will purchase a hose for the project and SEES will reimburse her.  Ms. Magrath thanked Mrs. Foss and Garima Jain for all of their help organizing this project.  

SOL testing is next month; the third grade is holding a SOL Information Night next Tuesday from 6:30 – 7:30 pm.  There is a Chorus Concert on Thursday, April 30.  Spring Bingo is next Friday, April 24.    

Treasurer’s Report.  The Report covered the period March 1 – April 15, 2009.  SEES collected $6,915.00 from Book Fair.  SEES’s library keeps one-third of this amount.  We made $460.00 in cookie sales with an expense of $401.00.  Market Day receipts were $1255.00.   We collected $5,219.00 from the Original Works fundraiser with an expense of $3,599.00.  We spent $937.00 for the RIF program.  5th grade is going to ask for $415 for the knight program.  We spent $2100.00 for the Virginia Aquarium program.  Tammy Derenak-Kaufax will send adjusted figures to Vince Kim to allocate this expense between Cultural Arts and Curriculum Enhancement.  We have $14,000 in the bank.

President’s Report.  Marion Zoretich wrote about the most recent SPAC meeting in the last PTA newsletter.  FCPS anticipates an additional 5000 students next year with no budget increase.  FCPS is looking for more ways to save money in the transportation budget.  

PTA needs a Nominating Committee to identify next year’s PTA officers.  We are looking for a President and a Vice-President.  Our current Treasurer and Secretary will stay on.  Jamie Cox, Tammy Derenak-Kaufax and Carol Davis volunteered to serve on the committee. 

Ms. Magrath is still working to see if we can form a partnership with Burke and Herbert Bank.  

We discussed the Fall Fundraiser and someone suggested trying Sally Foster wrapping paper next year instead of Innisbrook.  We mentioned Sue Berry’s survey of Market Day customers in which most people said they would prefer a pledge system instead of fundraising.  No one at the meeting volunteered to chair or co-chair a fundraising committee.  

Articles are due for next PTA newsletter by Friday the 24th.  Some articles didn’t make it into last month’s newsletter because they were lost in cyberspace.  Only articles should be sent to the newsletter e-mail.  Any comments or issues for Jura Zickafoose, Editor, should go to her personal e-mail account.    

The Teacher Appreciation Lunch is currently scheduled for May 5, but we will change the date because it conflicts with the Kindergarten Orientation.    

The next PTA meeting is May 7.  

Committee Reports.  

LAFF.   Marti Porter reported that all of the lost and found items are hanging on the wall – there are no more boxes.  We may stop having a monthly LAFF event because the items are now on constant display.    

Box Tops.  Marti Porter reported that we have submitted a total of $1,002.00.  Last year we submitted $861.00.  Box Tops sends the money straight to the school, but Marti is trying to get them to send the money to the PTA.  Our next check will be $407.70.  Mrs. Randolph will find out how Mrs. Bonaccorsy has been recording the Box Tops checks.  

Labels for Education.  Marty Porter reported that we have a total of 13,654 points and asked Mrs. Randolph to review the product catalog.  The points do not expire.   We are 166 points away from getting an 800 point bonus.  

Fundraising.  Marti Porter reported that the SEES students created 661 magnets with the help of Ms. Kendall, one of SEES’s art teachers.  About 1/3 of the magnets were not returned or paid for.  The K/1 classes purchased mostly magnets, there was a great variety purchased by 2/3/4 graders, and participation tailed off in the 5/6 grades.  We will end up with an approximate profit of $1200.00.  That amount is based on a 25% profit margin (which we determined).  The company recommends a profit margin between 30 – 40%.  There was good parent feedback and Marti will run the program again next year with Ms. Kendall’s help.  She would like to set up a display case next year.  

Market Day.  Sue Berry is looking for someone to chair this program next year.  

Spring Bingo.  Bingo is Friday, April 24.  Heather Nelson extended the deadline for basket donations.   

Restaurant Night.  Held on March 31 at Roy Rogers – sparse attendance.    

Reflections.  Will there be a recognition reception in May?  Janice Sweeney runs this program.    

School Supplies.  Will Julie Christensen chair this again?  

Marti Porter moved, Jamie Cox seconded, to adjourn the meeting @ 8:23 pm.  The motion passed unanimously.  
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